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Nations took its first steps towards addressing these issues through international
conventions in 1921. Following the London Preliminary Meeting in 1930 and
the Geneva Conference in 1931, the Convention for Limiting the Manufacture
and Regulating the Distribution of Narcotic Drugs was signed and officially
enforced on January 1, 1934. Throughout the negotiation and ratification of the
convention, nations such as Britain, Japan, France, the United States, and Germany
utilized their influence within the League of Nations to steer the direction of the
convention, engaged in confrontations with established imperial powers, and strategically
maneuvered to maximize their own interests through procedural rules. The international
landscape of the “weak League of Nations” and the “strong states” inevitably positioned
major powers as the primary influencers in shaping the international mechanisms
to restrict the manufacture of narcotic drugs during the League of Nations era. This
interplay of competition and cooperation among the major powers ultimately molded the

international framework of drug control.

Academic Review
Western Research on the Economic History of Ming and Qing Dynasties in the Past
Two Decades: A Focus on the discussion of “the Great Divergence”
Xu Yi and Ni Yuping (159)
Against the backdrop of China’s rapid economic growth and the scholarly debate
on the “Great Divergence”, there has been a new trend in Western academia to explore
the historical roots of China’s contemporary economic miracle from a global perspective.
Some scholars have revised their views on the long-term stagnation of China’s economy
during the Ming and Qing periods and reevaluated the developmental trajectory and levels
of China’s traditional economy. They have sought to establish links between China’s
traditional economic development path and the recent economic success. However,
Western scholars have not completely abandoned their Western-centric standpoint.
The transformation in Western research on the economic history of Ming and Qing

dynasties has been closely intertwined with the active participation of Chinese scholars
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in international dialogues. Nonetheless, comprehensive studies on the overall traditional
institutional framework and the path of economic development in the Ming and Qing
periods should be pursued. They are essential to contribute to further research on the
intrinsic connection between China’s outstanding traditional culture and its contemporary

economic development.

A Historical Survey of the Concept of “Medieval Humanism” Xu Shanwei (182)

The concept of “medieval humanism” emerged within Western academia in the late
19th and early 20th centuries. It continued to appear as a term in historians’ writings from
the 1920s to the 1950s and received widespread acceptance by the late 1960s. Initially, it
referred to a fervent interest in studying classical culture and later expanded to encompass
notions such as “Christian humanism”, “spiritual humanism”, the cultivation of virtues,
and the ideal of the “perfect man”. In the 1970s, R. W. Southern introduced the concept
of “scholastic humanism”, and subsequent research largely aimed at complementing,
updating, and refining this framework. Although Western academia has reached
considerable consensus regarding the concept’s meaning, disagreements persist regarding
its relationship with scholastic philosophy and Renaissance humanism. The history
of the study of “medieval humanism” demonstrates its close association with societal

transformations, intellectual and cultural developments in modern Western society, as well

as the professionalization of historical scholarship.

Historical Notes
Mineral Silver and Tax Silver, Positive Taxation, and Financial System in Late Ming

Dynasty Fang Xing (201)
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